
Ovisand hydatids, why are they 
still an issue in cattle sheep and 

goat production? 



What are hydatids and ovis?

It is the infection of sheep with the cystic (intermediate) stages of two 
species of tapeworm that infect domestic and wild dogs and foxes

ÅHydatids = Echinococcusgranulosus

ÅOvis(sheep measles) = Taeniaovis(Cysticercusovis)



Hydatids in ovine liver



Cyst contains fluid and 
thousands of tiny tapeworm 
heads



Sheep measles cysts

Viable Non-viable

Each cyst contains a single 
tapeworm head



Hydatids lifecycle



Hydatids & ovislifecycles



Controlling hydatid/ovistransmission

ÅDo not allow dogs access to livers/lungs (domestic & wild 
animals) raw sheep meat/hearts 

ÅConfine dogs; offal pits

ÅRegular treatment of dogs with de-worming products 
containing praziquantel

ÅFeed dry/tinned or cooked/frozen (10days) raw meat/offal

ÅPublic education


